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About
Springtime is here!

Whether you regularly do a lot of crafts and activities with your kids or are just looking fo r
some inspiration to celebrate the season, Allie from No Time for Flash Cards _ and | have
compiled more than 25 activities here for a variety of ages from more than 15 different craft

and education bloggers.

We're confident this is an ebook you can refer back to time and time again for ideas and
crafts, and we hope you'll discover some new favorite bloggers along the way as well!

Enjoy!

Mandi
LifeéYour Way
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Cupcak e Matching /Memory Game

Stephanie is a stay -at-home mom to two adorable kiddos. She shares her crafty
momma projects, kid crafts and learning activities on her blog, Playing House .

Originally posted on  Playing House .

Supplies:

1 2 pieces of felt

felt cupcake stickers*

fabric glue

scissors**

needle/thread or sew ing machine

= =4 -4 =4

* | got the felt cupcake stickers at Michaels. They were with the felt supplies and came in a
pack of about 20.

**] HIGHLY recommend a good pair of fabric scissors for cutting felt. This is the pair |
have.

Instructions:

1. E venly space your cupcakes on your felt. As you can see, | was able to get 8 cupcakes
per sheet of felt. Do not remove the paper backing yet.

2. Then cut out your squares.

Copyright © 2011 5 http://yourway.net


http://playinghouseinmaryland.blogspot.com/2011/03/momma-madecupcake-matchingmemory-game.html
http://www.joann.com/joann/catalog/productdetail.jsp?CATID=cat3504&PRODID=prd2873
http://playinghouseinmaryland.blogspot.com/

My squares are roughly 2"x2", although | didn't measure them. | basically just left the
cupcakes on the felt, tried to eyeball what looks "centered" and then cut. After | cut my
first square | used that as a pattern for all the remaining squares.

3. Next, remove the paper backing from your felt cupcake sticker, add a tiny dab of fabric
glue and center your cupcake in your felt square.

4. The only thing left to do is to sew your felt squares together. | used my sewing machine,
but they would be super easy t 0 hand stitch.

Have fun!

Visit Playing __House _for more tutorials, crafts and activities!
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Dry Erase Activity Book for Preschoolers

Tara is a wife, SAHM and professional blogger. She has been publishing Feels Like
Home since 2007, where she writes a variety of posts: food and cooking tips, craft
ideas, and a myriad of parenting (mis)adven tures help make reaiders i ves

at least make them laugh along the way.

Originally posted on  Feels Like Home .

Supplies:

1 Photo album

Extra page protectors

Patterned paper

Double -sided photo -safe tape
Lots of printed pages

Scissors

= =4 -4 -8 -9

Printable Activity Pages:

Spring Activity Pages from LifeéYour Way
Somewhat Simple

Fisher Price Alphabet Coloring Pages

TLS Books

Handwriting Worksheets

LefthandedChildren.org

=a =4 -4 —a —a A
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1. Print out activity pages that you | ike or t
age/development.  Because my album was 8x8, | had to print all of the pages scaled down
80% so that they would fit on the page.

2. Trimthe edges of the page s sothatthe vy willfit in the page protector s. If the page is
smaller than the page protector, use double -sided tape to stick it to scrapbook paper.

3. When you have enough pages printed, put them in some kind of order. | chos e to put the
alphabet activities together, the number activities together, and the coloring activities
together. You may choose to have no order at all, but you should make that decision.

4, Giveit t o your preschooler. Thatos it!

Note: | bought a package  of 4 different colored dry erase markers , and they erase
ni cewlhyeén theyoére fresh.

If she draws in the book and leaves it for a day or two, it dries and becomes next to
impossible to wipe away without window cleaner. Rather than spritzing the book with
Windex, | use Glass Wipes to wipe away the dry erase markers.

Visit Feels Like Home for more recipe, crafts and homemaking tips!

hi
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Indoor Teepee

Valerie is a mom of 2 and the author of Frugal Family Fun Blog  where she writes daily
about her obsession with inexpensi ve crafts, family activities, and all around good
times on a budget!

Originally posted on  Frugal Family Fun Blog

Supplies:
T 4 bamboo garden stakes (56 1|1 ong)
1 Dblankets
1 rubber band
1 clothes pins
Instructions:
Wrap the rubber band around the stakes, and spread out the ends at the bottom . Lay

blankets o ver the stakes and clip with clothes pins. Add some pillows, blankets, a flashlight,
and so me good books inside the teepee and enjoy your rainy day hideout!

Visit Frugal Family Fun Blog formo rewaystoh ave fun on a budget!
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Marble Run from Recyclables

Valerie is a mom of 2 and the author of Frugal Family Fun Blog  where she writes daily
about her obsession with inexpensive crafts, fa mily activities, and all around good
times on a budget!

Originally posted on  Frugal Family Fun Blog

Supplies:

1 boxes of various sizes

9 toilet paper, paper towel and wrappin g paper rolls
1 masking tape

1 marble or bouncy ball

1. Use the various rolls whole as tubes or cut them in half as ramps. Attach them together
with masking tape and lay on top of boxes to get the proper height.

2. Once youdve baliydutmarple u throughuand seerif it works .1 fnot, ask your
child if he can figure out w hat is wrong and try to fix it.

This is a fabulous way to sneak in a great physics lesson with kids!

Visit Frugal Family Fun Blog for more ways to have fun on a budget!
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Birthday Favor or Snack Time Butterflies

A reading specialist, literacy consultant, and lover of messy crafts and lots of candy,

Amy Mascott shares how she sneaks in a little bit of learning for her three children
everydayoverat TeachMama . Sheds al so twktack radomuméor of
teachers and parents to share, learn and grow as educators for their children.

Originally posted on  Teach Mama .

Supplies:

1 snack bags

pipe cleaners (cutin  half)
beads

clothes pins

eyes

snack filling

= =4 -4 -4 -9

Instructions:

1. For butterfly antennas, fold thengpolpeadsonltheaner s i nto a
edges. Then foldt he ti ps down so the beads wondt falll of f .

2. Hot glue the antennas onto the back of a clothes pin and let them dry.
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3. Then fill a snack bag with  two handfuls of your snack of choice, pinch it in the middle,
and clip it with the clothes pin.

4. Add two eyes to each clothespin and then draw on a smile
Enjoy!

Visit Teach Mama _ for more ide as for learning in the everyday!
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Handprint Butterflies

Candace Lindemann i s a writebdndeslutaiahal cohsultardwhe n 6 s
shares ideas in education, nature and play -based activities and crafts on her blog,
Naturally Educational . As the co -editor of Mamanista and the co -founder of
Bloganthropy , she has been active in the online parenting community since 2006.

Originally posted on  Naturally Educational

1,500,000 innocent children peri shed in the Holocaust.

In an effort to remember them, Holocaust Museum Houston is collecting 1.5 million
handmade butterflies.

The butterflies will eventually comprise a breath -taking exhibition, currently scheduled for
Spring 2012, for all to remember.

Read more about The Butterfly Project here

Supplies:

1 1 piece of cardboard or posterboard
scraps of thin paper (tissue paper)
glue

scissors

poster paints or markers

pipe cleaner (optional)

popsicle sti ck (optional)

=A =4 -8 -8 —a 4
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Instructions

1. Trace childbdébs hands (fingers together, not spread)
out shapes. You should have four hand -shaped pieces.
2. Paint the Popsicle stick in any color or colors and allow to dry (I was out of popsicle sticks

so | just cut another piece of cardboard).

3. Tear up pieces of paper (we used tissue paper, but you could also use scraps of left -over
wrapping paper or, for a completely different effect use newspaper).

4. Paste paper on the cardboard, ov erlapping the pieces of paper and adding more paste as
necessary (we used a glue stick, brushing on watered -down paste would also work well).

5. Fold excess paper over and paste down to the back side of the wings (if you used thicker
paper, you might need to use scissors or an exacto knife to trim).

6. Glue wings to overlap in the shape of a butterfly.

7. Paste the popsicle stick body over the wings. You can wrap the entire stick in pipe

cleaners, just wrap the head (this is what we did), or not wrap it at all. If you choose to use
pipe cleaners, you can use your pencil to curl the ends of the antennae. Otherwise, you can

paste the butterfly on a piece of white paper and use a marker or paint to add in the

antennae.

This is a great opportunity to begin discu ssing the Holocaust on an age appropriate level,
such as this:

fiAs we made the butterfly, we talked about how wonderful it is to chase butterflies in the

spring. | told my daughter that once there were some children who liked to chase

butterflies, justlik e her. Unfortunately, there were also some cruel people who did not

understand that children had a right to chase butterflies and run in the grass and live their

lives. | explained that we are making this butterfly for these children and also for us i so we
never forget. o

Visit Naturally Educational for more less on plans, activities and crafts!
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Baby Chick Craft

Michelle is a former preschool teacher, avid crafter and mother to 2 young children.
She blogs about cute food for kids at Muffin Tin Mom.com

Originally posted on  Muffin Tin Mom

Supplies:

9 construction paper (yellow, orange and your choice)

school glue

scissors

yellow paint

googly eye

assorted collage materials in yellow (feathers, pipe cleaners, pompoms)

= =4 -4 -4 A
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Instructions:

1. Ahead oft ime: Cut 1 large and 1 medium circle from the yellow construction paper. Cut
two long, thin rectangles (for the legs) and three small triangles (for the feet and beak) out
of the orange paper. It should look something like this:

2. Allow your child to pain  t the the large circle (will become the ¢ hicks body). We used the
Do-A-Dot Stampers (the chick looked like it had pocks!)

3. Next, add the collage materials to the large circle. Set aside.
4. Glue the triangle feet to the chick legs.

5. Glue the large circ le to the mounting paper, only at the center of the circle (so you can

add the legs and head later). Dab a little glue on the ends of the legs and slip them under

the body. (Honestly, it's pretty cute just like this, but for anatomical purposes, | thought it
needed a head!)

6. Glue down the head next to the body. Add the eye and beak and let dry!
So cute!

Visit  Muffin Tin Mom for more tips and ideas for all of life's little compartments!
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Burlap Bun  nies

Alison Steadman is the author of the project blog Oopsey Daisy . A former first grade
teacher, Alison is the mother of a busy toddler and enjoys being creative during nap

time! She enjoys sewing, baking/cooking, and creating learning packets for teaching
Mommy School.

Originally posted on  Oopsey Daisy .

Supplies:

1 burlap scraps

dewing machine, pins, tan thread, and other sewing supplies
dry beans for stuffing

black acrylic paint

pink distressing ink

buttons, fabric  strips, or other embellishments

= =4 -4 -8 -9

Instructions:
1. Cut 2 pieces of burlap. | did not measure, but | tried to make my pieces tall and long.

2. Cuta"V"shape in the top of each piece for the bunny's ears. Then m atch them up and
pin together.

3. Sew allittle bunny sack to stuff with dry beans. Start at the bottom of one ear and sew
down the side, across the bottom and up the other side, leaving the top open.

4. Next, clipthe corners and turn the little bunny s ack inside out.  Fill with beans, but not
TOO full.
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5. Sew straight across the top of the bunny sack and then use ribbon/fabric scraps to gather
them. Sew around each of the ears and trim them to your liking. | love that my tan thread
was virtually invi  sible.

6. Paint and embellish. | painted the faces using black acrylic paint. | realized that

painting the face lower than | might think turned out the best so it didn't get lost in the

"scrunch" when | gathered it. Using a fi ne Sharpie, | added a few details like whiskers. |
used pink distressing ink (I think it was called "Worn Lipstick") to add a little blush to the

bunny's cheeks and the insides of his ears.

Have fun!

Visit Oopsey Daisy _ to celebra te the beauty in the blunders!
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Homemade Recycled Easter Bunny Basket

Marie LeBaron is a mother of 3 and former kindergarten teacher. Always having a love
of crafts, she enj oys getting messy with glue and glitter. She now shares many of her
tips and tricks sheds | eMakemmidakesv.er t he years

Originally posted on  Make and Takes .

Supplies:
1 recycled container i thisis a frosting tub
I white cardstock pa per
1 cotton ball
9 scissors, markers
1 glue i glue dots work great
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Instructions:

1. Measure your white paper around your container. With your scissors, cut the paper to fit
the length around the whole container. Leave a few inches of the paper extra long for t he
bunnybés ears to point out | ong.

2. Using glue, attach the paper around the container.

3. Color a bunny face with your markers or crayons.

4. Attach a cotton ball with glue to the back of the container as bunny tail.

Now i tds ready to dterdoddiesip wi th fun Ea

Visit Make and Takes for more  crafts, food and fun!
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Li on and Lamb Masks

Candace Lindemann is a published chil drenlos wi
shares ideas in education, nature and play -based activities and crafts on her blog,

Naturally Educational . As the co -editor of Mamanista and the co -founder of

Bloganthropy , she has been active in the online parenting community since 2006.

Originally posted on  Naturally Educa tional .

Lion Mask
Supplies:

1 paper plate

M orange and yellow construction paper, cut in
1 brown construction paper (for ears)
T glue (we used EIl merés di sappearing purple)
i scissors
9 craft stick
Instructions:
1. Cut out the center from the paper pl ate
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2.

3. Cut out ears and glue onto the plate.

4. Tape or glue a craft stick on the back.

Gl ue paper
(We did this on the concave side.)

ps around the paper

pink, brown, and/or black construction paper for the ears and nose

5. Roar!

Lamb Mask
Supplies:

1 paper plate
 cotton balls
1

1 glue
 scissors
9 craft stick
Directions

1. Cut two eyes out of the top of the mask.

pl at e, hangi ng

2. Glue cotton balls around the outside of the mask. (My son wanted to glue his all over.)

3. Cut out ears and a nose and glue on. Draw on the mouth. (My daughter wanted to draw
on her nose and mouth. | love the funny expression she created!)

4. Glue or tape on the craft stick.

5. Baa! Baa! Baa!

Visit Naturally Educational

Copyright © 2011

for more lesson plans, activities and crafts!

24

http://lyourway.net

(o]


http://www.naturallyeducational.com/

Marshmallow Peeps Wreath

Kimberly Danger has been helping moms live well for less for over 11 years through

her website, Mommysavers.com , where she shares easy tips on how to put frugality
into practice through deals, coupons, and ideas for frugal living. Kimberly lives in
Southern Minnesota with her husband and two kids.

Originally posted on  MommySavers.com

Supplies:

f 127 floral foam wreath
I 5 yards satin ribbon

1 20-22 Marshmallow Bunny Peeps

1 Glue Gun
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Instructions:

1. Start by wrapping your floral wreath with 4 yards of satin ribbon to cover it. Pin into

place. To make it even more frugal, you could easily cover this with fabric strips or
remnants.
2. Next, glue the Marshmallow Peeps onto the ribbon -covered wreath.

3. To hang, use 1 yard of satin ribbon.
So fun!

Visit MommySavers.com for more ideas for moms to live well o n less!
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DIY Egg Shakers

Michelle is a former preschool teacher, av id crafter and mother to 2 young children.
She blogs about cute food for kids at Muffin Tin Mom.com

Originally posted on  Muffin Tin Mom

Supplies:

T  medium sized ribbon

1 plastic easter egg

1 rice

1 glue gun

9 scissors
Instructions:

1. Fill one half of your egg with rice.

2. Using the glue gun, pipe a light layer of hot glue around the inner edge of the bottom half
of the plastic egg.

3. Close tightly.
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4. Pipe additional layer of glue around outside egg, where the two halves meet. P lace ribbon
on top of glue to cover.

5. Using scissors, snip off end of ribbon.
Ta-da! Musical egg shakers every child will enjoy! Now, shake away.

** This is a craft for Grown  -ups and older children, due to the presence of the glue gun.
Always use extreme  caution when operating a glue gun and keep away from little hands.

Visit Muffin Tin Mom for more tips and ideas for all of life's little compartments !
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Easter Egg Wreath

Sarah is a stay at home mom to a seven year old girl and a five year old boy. She
spends her time balancing her daughterés need for fluff and rill s @
dump trucks and shares her adventures at Frills, Fluff and Trucks

Originally posted on  Frills, Fluff and Trucks

Supplies:

1 foam wreath

1 wired ribbon

1 plastic eggs (4 doz.)
1 glue gun

Instructions:

1. You could wrap your foam wreath with ribbon to star t or just leave it bare.
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2. Start gluing eggs to the wreath as close together as you can.

3. Use wired ribbon to tie a bow and then hot glue the loops of the bow down
4. Hang with another piece of thick ribbon.

Enjoy!

Visit  FErills, Fluff and Trucks for crafts, décor and more!
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Marshmallow Easter Egg Craft

Allison McDonald is the founder of the blog No Time for Flash Cards , mother of two and
former preschool teacher. Allisonds passion isf teachi
when appropriate lots of glitter.

Originally posted on  No Time for Flash Cards

J*'»'“Tc@@@“,'
J“‘w ..'@I i

Suppli es:

T white & colored mini marshmallows

i construction paper

1 glue

T marker
Instructions:

1. Start by drawing an Easter egg on your paper
2. Add glue along the line.

3. Add your white marshmallows along the edge. We did 15 then ate one, 21 then ate one ,
and 17 and ate one.

4. Next ask your child how many stripes they want. | caution you perhaps give them a
range, my son said 8 and woul dnoét budge. | ended up do
year old to do
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5. Add your colored marshmallows. We decided to add a sorting element by saying the lines

can be any color, but it must be all one color. So my son was forced to sort the colors when

adding them. Worked great! Wi th younger toddlers |6d
can add a patterning lesson in too.

6 . Let dry, and youdre done!

Visit No Time for Flash Cards for more ways to promote play, discovery & learning!
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W ax Painted Easter Eggs

Mari - Ann is a certified Montessori teacher and homeschooling mom to her 4 year old
son. On her blog, Counting Coconuts , she shares a variety of learning activities and
crafty ideas for toddlers and preschoolers. She lives on the island of Bermuda with her
husband, so n, and 2 fluffy cats.

Originally posted on  Counting Coconuts

In 1979, my very creative mother came up with the idea of painting eggs with melted

crayon wax. She taught my sister and | how to do it and it was a family tradition until she

passed away in 1988. Up until yesterday it had been 22 years since | decorated eggs this

way. It was bittersweet to revisit this old tradition and it took me right back in our tiny

kitchen in Minnesota. | was happy share our little family secret with my niece, Ti a, and now
I'll share it with all of you, too...

*Disclaimer: of course it's entirely possible that this idea originates from somewhere else
and/or that it has since been discovered by others, but | onl y know of it through my mama.
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Supplies:

T LOTS of cray ons

muffin tin (we used a 12 cup tin)

roasting pan (or any shallow pan that's larger than the muffin tin)
pencils (enough for each person)

flat head pins (enough for each pencil)

clean, cool, and dry hard boiled eggs

water

=4 -4 —a -8 —a -2

Instructions:

1. Begin by peeling all the crayons . Then group them into color families

2. Stick the pin into the eraser on the pencil. This will be your "paintbrush”.

3. Pour hot water into the roasting pan and place the crayon -filled muffin tin inside of it.

4. Place the pan over a burn  er on your stove top and heat on medium -low. Once the
crayons are good and melted, you can turn the burner down to just a simmer.

5. Now, this next part is a hit tricky, so if you find it doesn't work for you straight away,
don'tgiveu p - ittakes some of practice!

Using your "paintbrush®, dip the head of the pin into the melted color of your choice and

very quickly drag the pin across the egg, tipping the pin to the side while you do this. The

key is to move quickly because it takes seconds for the wax to harden onto the pin instead
of onto the egg. The beauty is, if you make a mistake you can easily scrape off the wax and

try again. {Tip: to remove the excess wax that will eventually accumulate on your pin,

simply dip the pin into the hot water on the out side of the muffin tin.}

This starburst pattern was a favorite of my mother's, but you can experiment with any kind
of design you can think of.

You can also dip the entire egg into the wax. (Be ¢ areful though ; the wax is hot!)

After you've finished decorat ing your eggs, let the wax harden a bit and then place the
entire tin in the freezer. About an hour later you'll have some new crayons !

Visit Counting Coconuts formore  Montessori -inspired learning acti vities and ideas.
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A Bougquet of Flowers

Mandi Ehman is a work  -at-home, homeschooling mom of four little girls under seven .
Sheblogsat Li f e é Y o uwith &ia goal: to help you sort through all of the facts and
opinions so you can make an informed decision about what works best for your

preferences, your needs and your lifestyle.

Originally posted on  Doodles' Place .

Supplies:

i cardstock
i tissue paper squares
1 green & pink markers

Instructions:
1. Ahead oftime: Cuta piece of cardstock into four pieces and draw flower stems & bows.

2. Next, scrunch  all of the tissue paper squares. Some we scrunched up by themselves, and
others we scrunched together in different color combinations.

3. Then, add severaldots ofglue across the top of the stems and gl ue
them. Add more glue as needed.

Visit Li f eé Y our forwmre ideas for pursuing intentional motherhood!
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Broccoli Print Blossom Tree

Anna Ranson is an early years and art specialist teacher who taught for 10 years before
becoming a stay -at-home mom to her two daughters. At The Imagination Tree _, she
writes about creative, playful, educational fun, highlighting the learning objectives in

each activity.

Originally posted on  The Imagination Tree

Suppli es:

1 construction paper
1 broccoli
1 brown & pink paint

Instructions:

1. C ut a broccoli stem in half, from top to bottom. Cut it as straight and evenly as possibly
so that when it lies facing downwards it lies completely flat on the paper.

2. Dipitinto brown paint, lift up and press evenly onto paper to create a perfect tree print!
(If you don't have brown paint mix red, blue and green together.)

3. Ad d pink blossoms by dipping your finger  tipsinto pink paint and dotting the blossoms alll
over the tree branches . You could add green leaves instead if you wanted.

Cute!

Visit The Imagination Tree for more creative, playful learning ideas!
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Daffodil Windmills

Cathy James is passionat e ab oNuturdSiord s, asitpwhectyis S|

packed full of playful craft, math, science and literacy ideas you can use with your

children to have fun and give them a great stdrt in
and lives in the UK.

Originally posted on  Nurture Store .

Supplies:

1 yellow cardstock or cardstock & yellow paint
green cardstock

egg carton

paper fastener

yellow and/or or ange paint

small paint brush

stapler

ruler

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -8 -9
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1 pencil
9 scissors or craft knife

Instructions:

1. Start by cutting a square from your yellow card stock . If you are going to paint your
cardstock, you will need to paint both sides of the card.

2. Cut out the cup part of the egg carton to be the trumpet part of your daffodil. Paint it
either yellow or  orange, dep ending on what colo ryou would like in the center of your
flower.

3 .\hsw.“ 3. Once any paint is dry you need to cut lines into the yellow
- square of card stock as shown in the photo below. You can draw

the lines using the pencil and ruler and then cut along them
wit h the scissors.

4. Now you need to fold in four of the edges, as shown below.
Fasten them in place with a stapler.

5. Make a stalk for the flower by rolling a piece of the green
card stock in to a tube.

6. U se the paper fastener to join the egg box trumpet, the
daffodil and the stalk all together. You can poke the paper

fastener straight through the card stock, but you might find it
easier to make a hole with either the pencil or craft knife first.

You want the hole to be loose enough for the daffodil to twi rl
around to give you the windmill effect.

And there you have it T a beautiful daffodil. You could make a few of them in different
shades to make a lovely spring bouquet.

Visit Nurture Store for fun, easy, inexpe nsive activities for your family.
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Easy Spring Mural

Valerieisamomof2a ndthe author of Frugal Family Fun Blog _ where she writes daily
about her obsession with inexpensive crafts, family activities, and all around good
times on a budget!

Originally posted on  Frugal Family Fun Blog

Supplies:

9 craft paper

1 masking tape

1 flower -shaped post -it notes
1 dotsti ckers

Instructions:

1. C ut out the shape of a tree branch and use masking tape to hold it to the wall.
2. Add post -it note flowers to the tree branch.

Optional: Use dot stickers to add centers to the flowers.

Fun, easy and inexpensive!

Visit Frugal Family Fun Blog for more ways to have fun on a budget!
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Flower Photo Magnets

Kim is a mom to a toddler and a pres chooler, and a foster mom, too. She blogs at Mom
Tried It where she shares the fun activities and crafts she tries out each day with the
kids. After all, she is just a big kid herself.

Originally posted on  Mom Tried It .

Suppl ies:
1 jarlids
9 construction paper or craft foam
I magnets
1 scissors
1 glue
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